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CONCEPT AND STRUCTURE OF THE DAY

Cohesion Policy stands today as the bedrock of Mediterranean future. In the 2021-
2027 period, it is supporting nearly 200 billion euros of investments across the Euro-
Mediterranean regions. Together with funds for rural development and the National
Recovery and Resilience Plans, this policy is delivering tangible improvements to
citizens' quality of life, strengthening economic prosperity, regional attractiveness
and resilience, while supporting the transition towards a more sustainable
development model.

Nevertheless, profound structural challenges persist. Climate change is reshaping
territories and livelihoods, geopolitical instability is adding further pressure, and the
rapid emergence of a data-driven, Al-powered economy is testing institutional
resilience.

As National Recovery and Resilience Plans approach completion and the Cohesion
Policy programmes have passed their mid-term review, attention is already turning
to the next Multiannual Financial Framework for the 2028-2034 period.

In the European Commission’s proposals, the new long-term budget is expected to
equip Europe with an investment capacity that matches its ambitions to become an
independent, prosperous, secure and thriving society and economy over the coming
decade. Alongside new priorities, investing in people, Member States and regions
remains a central priority, ensuring continued support for greater economic, social
and territorial cohesion across the Union.

In this context, the event is intended as an opportunity to foster a high-level
dialogue on the future perspectives for the Euro-Mediterranean region(s), taking
into account recent EU initiatives and the proposals for the next programming
period. It aims to bring together representatives from European institutions,
national and regional authorities, to highlight the diverse perspectives from across
the Mediterranean.

Combining conference sessions and panel discussions in the morning with an
interactive workshop session in the afternoon, the event will gather positions,
concerns and proposals from stakeholders to help shape a shared vision and
advance together for a smarter, greener and more inclusive Mediterranean.

It is organised within the Innovative Sustainable Economy Mission of the Interreg
Euro-MED Programme by the Emilia-Romagna Region (ERR) and the Conference of
Peripheral and Maritime Regions (CPMR), back-to-back with the meeting of the
General Assembly of its Intermediterranean Commission.
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AGENDA STRUCTURE
(draft)

Preserving cohesion, giving voice to the territories.
Towards the 2028-2034 programming period

9.00 -13.00 (simultaneous translation Italian-English )

9.00 - Registration of participants

9.30 - Institutional greetings and opening remarks

* Michele De Pascale - President of the Emilia-Romagna Region

e CRPM-IMC Representative tbc

9.50 - Beyond 2027: The Role of Regions in shaping new cohesion
policies oriented toward territorial impact

Davide Baruffi — Regional Minister for a Strategic Planning, Planning of EU
funds, Budget, Mountain and inner areas at the Emilia-Romagna Region

10.10 - Panel 1 - Rethinking regional cohesion in a world of changes

Kay Bohme - Spatial Foresight — Territorial cohesion between old
problems and new challenges tbc

Discussion panel with representatives from Euro-Mediterranean
regions

Interaction with audience (instant poll)

11.00 - Coffee break

11.30 - Panel 2 - Cohesion 2028-2034. A reform to be developed
together with the Regions and territories

* Opening speech: DG REGIO representative, tbc

e Discussion panel with representatives from Euro-Mediterranean
regions

Interaction with audience (instant poll)
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12.20 - Interreg Euro-MED as enabling platform for regional
cooperation

e Dialogue4lnnovation LP - The journey of the Innovative Sustainable
Economy Mission

e Guillaume Huet - Interreg Euro-MED Managing Authority Région
Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur

12.50 - Closing remarks

Davide Baruffi — Regional Minister for a Stretegic Planning, Planning of
EU funds, Budget, Mountain and inner areas at the Emilia-Romagna
Region

13.00 - 14.30 - Light lunch

Toward a shared vision for a smarter,
greener and more inclusive Mediterranean
in the 2028-2034 programming period

14.30-18.00 (English only)

14.30 - Co-creation workshop led by the Interreg Euro-MED
Innovative Sustainable Economy Mission

The workshop is aimed at stimulating structured discussion on the
perspective of cohesion and sustainable prosperity across the
Mediterranean area.

Through several working groups, stakeholder’ views on the strategic
implications of the EU post-2027 programming period for the
Mediterranean regions will be discussed to collect and highlight
proposals for better use of policy tools to foster economic, social and
territorial cohesion in the Mediterranean, including exploiting synergies
among different funding streams.

Participants will engage in small group working sessions following a
world café approach to favour everyone active engagement
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Proposed topics (provisional):

Priorities and challenges for cohesion

in the Mediterranean regions

Partnership and multilevel governance

 \/

and the centrality of territories

Transformative innovation for sustainable development

\—/

The added value of territorial cooperation

N N ()
\—/

*Further details and preparatory materials will follow and be shared with attendees

prior to the workshop.

18.30 — 20.00 Networking cocktail
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