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SMEs’ ROLE
Transition to a circular economy

PRACTICE4SCIENCE:
Share real sector challenges and barriers.

Align research and innovation priorities with actual sector challenges.

Identify new niches of opportunity.

Co-develop innovative solutions.

Increase the adoption and acceptance of new technologies, products and practices.

Support the collection of practice-based information.

PRACTICE4POLICY:
Facilitate the adoption of informed policy decisions.

Prevent dysfunctions in policy implementation.

Develop realistic regulations and political agendas.

Build trust between policymakers and practitioners.

PRACTICE4SOCIETY:
Connect with the consumer needs.

Inform them about the latest sustainable developments.

Preserve social inclusion.

Change lifestyles and promote behavioural change towards circular actions.

PRACTICE

SCIENCE

SOCIETY POLICY

RESILIENT VALUE CHAINS 
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R&D’s ROLE 
Innovation enhancing sustainable practices

PRACTICE

SCIENCE

SOCIETY POLICY

RESILIENT VALUE CHAINS 

SCIENCE4PRACTICE:
Co-develop innovative practices, processes, and technologies to enhance the sustainability 

and competitiveness of economic sectors.

Facilitate the transfer of validated knowledge and technologies.

Enable the transfer of skilled personnel to the private sector.  

SCIENCE4POLICY:
Provide evidence-based scientific information to policymakers.

Support the development of new or improvement of regulations, policies, and action plans.

Support the removal of policy barriers.

 SCIENCE4SOCIETY:
Provide foundation for innovation, problem-solving, and the advancement of knowledge.

Contributing to higher quality of life.

Promoting critical thinking, curiosity, and problem-solving skills.

Transnational cooperation.



SUCCESS STORIES I
Contributing to sustainable use of natural resources, economic growth and stability 

in the Mediterranean

L1: 
Sylvopastoral

Sbaihia site

L3: Carob AFS
KhemmissetL4: Argan AFS

Lahyatla

L2: TIGEM
Sarayönü

Lighthouses

To promote the large-scale adoption of agroforestry systems (AFS) 
in arid and degraded areas of the Mediterranean basin, leveraging 
their potential for land restoration, climate change mitigation, and 

biodiversity conservation



SUCCESS STORIES II
Fostering transnational cooperation across the Mediterranean

Mentoring Schemes
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Med4ZeroWaste MOOC

Decentralised Composting in Small Towns

Reuse Circuits in the Mediterranean

Integrated Municipal Waste Management Plans

Zero Waste Alliance for cities and citizens

Local open market waste management through
anaerobic digestion

https://www.enicbcmed.eu/projects/med4waste



Innovative Sustainable Economy Community 
(ISEC) Hub

SUCCESS STORIES III
Making the Mediterranean region smarter and greener

>200

CONNECT

LEARN

SHARE

COLLABORATE

https://innovative-sustainable-economy.interreg-euro-med.eu/hub/



ACTIONABLE STEPS
Adopt circular economy practices and measure impact
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Circular 
Bioeconomy

(closed-loop systems 
in bio-based 
industries)

Assessment tool to evaluate the 
environmental and social 
performance of agrifood and 
livestock systems (compliant with 
ISO14067, ISO14064, GHG Protocol).

SOME REFERENCES:
https://circularbioeconomyalliance.org/
Reike, D., et al. (2018)
Global Resources Outlook 2024 - Bend the trend: Pathways to a liveable planet as resource use spikes
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/10-types-of-innovation-the-art-of-discovering-a-breakthrough-product/
https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/environmental-footprint-methods/oef-method_en 

EMBRACE 
Circular Business 
Model Toolkit 

New Value Chains

https://circularbioeconomyalliance.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unssc.org%2Fnews-and-insights%2Fblog%2Fsustainable-development-what-there-know-and-why-should-we-care&psig=AOvVaw2ZvUoL0ZRVOEuS2kHy3pwz&ust=1718268580619000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBQQjhxqFwoTCIiqqbfX1YYDFQAAAAAdAAAAABA7
https://www.resourcepanel.org/sites/default/files/documents/document/media/gro24_full_report_29feb_final_for_web.pdf
https://www.visualcapitalist.com/10-types-of-innovation-the-art-of-discovering-a-breakthrough-product/
https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/environmental-footprint-methods/oef-method_en
https://embrace.t2i.it/moodle/
https://embrace.t2i.it/moodle/
https://embrace.t2i.it/moodle/


The Circular Gap 
Report 2024

https://www.circularity-gap.world/2024
https://www.circularity-gap.world/2024
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INNOVATIVE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY

https://innovative-sustainable-economy.interreg-euro-med.eu

innovative-sustainable-economy@interreg-euro-med.eu

https://twitter.com/Gov4Innovation

https://www.linkedin.com/company/gov4innovation/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/gov4innovation/


Thanks! Maria Calderó Pascual
maria.caldero@uvic.cat
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