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SDSN Mediterranean

SDSN Mediterranean is the regional hub for the 
Mediterranean area of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Solutions Network.
It aims at mobilizing scientific and technical 

expertise from academia, civil society and the 
private sector to enhance the sustainable use 

and development of the Mediterranean region 
engaging in a wide array of projects and 

partnerships. 

• > 70 members
• 19 Mediterranean Countries



The Mediterranean basin
warms 20% faster than the 
global average, and that the 
region is one of the main
climate change hotspots in the 
world.

With current
policies, temperatures are 
expected to increase by 
2.2ºC (compared to pre-industrial 
level) by 2040.

Source: UfM



Collaborative Research Innovative Teaching

Dissemination
Exploitation and 

Outreach
Youth Engagement

Networking 



4 editions
• 470 people trained
• 60 countries
• 80 international teachers

Ed 2022 (4^ed.)
• 370 participants (online)
• 30 selected (in presence)
• 20 teachers
• Topic: Decarbonisation (Food, 

energy, industry)

• https://sienainternationalschool.unisi.it
/it/







The report: Sustainable Development in the 
Mediterranean



A lot of challenges still remain



Mediterranean 75.1

The Med in the global ranking





11 EU Countries & 8 non-EU Countries, equal footing 500 million Euros (220 EU - 274 PS) budget 
for 7 years, managed by PRIMA Foundation based in Barcelona 

PRIMA 
An Integrated Research and Innovation Programme onfood systems and water resources



Larry Fink (Blackrock)

«A sense of purpose» 
(2018, Letter to CEOs)

Attention to the private sector





Pillar 1

Beneficial products 
and strategies

Pillar 3

Sustainable supply
chains 

& 
value 
chains

Pillar 2

Sustainable business 
operations 

and
internal processes

Pillar 4

Good 
Corporate Citizenship

FOUR PILLARS FOR CORPORATE SDG ALIGNMENT



FINDINGS FROM SUSTAINABILITY REPORTS
Companies tend not to disclose targets

Pillar 2
Sustainable 

business 
operations and 

internal processes

Pillar 3
Sustainable supply 
and value chains

Pillar 4
Good Corporate 

Citizenship

Pillar 1
Beneficial products 

and strategies



• Digital Platform for the self-assessment of 
business alignment to the Agenda 2030. 

• Support tool for improving sustainability
performances

https://www.imprese2030.it/


• E-mail with results (not public!)

Platform Outputs



• A score of alignment of the company to the Agenda 2030

A mean of each pillar score  each pillar has equal weight

• Company reserved web area with results to be downloaded

Platform Outputs







Living Labs are adopted as a new model of co-
creative and collaborative eco-systems for 
accelerating sustainability and innovation in the 
Agrifood Sector

Eu Level -> Mission A Soil deal for Europe

What are Living Labs? 



What is a Living Lab according to ENoLL

Definition
Open innovation ecosystems in real-life environments based on a systematic user 
co-creation approach that integrates research and innovation activities in 
communities with test and experimentation, placing citizens at the center of 
innovation (Quadruple Helix Model)

Business Models
A Living Lab can be initiated and hosted by a university, a research institute, a 
municipality or any organisation where the user is placed at the center of the 
innovation process.



Focusing on LL lead by Universities or Research Centers, 3 models of Living 
Lab:

• the LL as a demonstrator, in some cases taking advantage of its own farm in 
others based upon external farms, as the cases of the University of Bologna 
and ENEA; 

• the LL as a network of “nodes” as university departments/structures/events, 
each focused on a specific topic, as the case of the University of Padova;

• the LL as a university-centered structure with strong relationships with its 
own territory, businesses, stakeholder and the world of research, as the Santa 
Chiara Agrifood LL of the University of Siena. 



Santa Chiara 
Agrofood 
Living Lab

Finance

Businesses

Citizens

Policy 
Makers

Schools

Academia/
research

Demonstration

Precision Farming
Packaging
LCA

Events
Seminars 
Surveys
We Solve 

Newsletters
Website
Social…

Idroponic, Aeroponic, Microcosmo, Kitchen Lab

MAECI
MASAF

Schools
Teaching
Training

The Santa Chiara Agrifood Living Lab







An immersive pathway 
of research, innovation 
and demonstration 
among laboratories, 
ideas and services





An innovative system of 
horticulture which involves 
growing plants without soil. The 
roots of the plants are immersed 
in a water-based mineral nutrient 
solution (Hydroponic) or in a tank 
in which a solution of minerals and 
nutrients based on water vapor 
circulates (Aeroponic)

The Farming Lab



Microcosm

It is an internationally patented 
high-tech field simulator and can 
reproduce natural plant growth 
conditions in the lab; it facilitates 
advanced teaching and research in 
agriculture, and agroecology in 
closed and extreme environments, 
using soil as a substrate; the 
system uses high-tech sensors to 
control humidity and temperature, 
as well as LED lights to select the 
optimal wavelengths for plant 
growth.



Supports companies in the 
definition of the origin of 
products, their quality and 
the traceability of the 
processes within the value 
chain.

Track and Quality Lab



A kitchen-laboratory to bring 
innovation in the field of 
transformation of food, integrating 
the potential of traditional cuisine 
with innovative technologies such 
as 3D scanning and printing 
machines for food.

The Kitchen Lab



A research and implementation lab of innovative 
technologies for creation of sustainable packaging

The Packaging Lab



The Virtual Lab is the virtual reality 
laboratory of the University of Siena. 
The main purpose of VL is to 
investigate human behavior through 
virtual reality technologies using 
simulations and digital 
environments.

The Virtual Lab



The AGRIHUB

A platform for accessing the metrics of national and 
local agrifood systems. It detects and analyzes the 
sustainabi- lity performance of the Italian and local agri-
food sectors. It uses people’s opi- nions and behaviors to 
measure the at- titudes of consumers and stakeholders 
towards food products through virtual reality tools, focus 
groups and the use of participatory survey tools, to learn 
about opinions and behaviors with respect to issues 
relevant to companies, markets or health. It develops 
historical-cultural analyzes of the territories and builds a 
narrative that links the value of the terri- tory with the 
quality, origin and characte- ristics of the product, for the 
benefit of agri-food companies.



• Santa Chiara Next is a spin-off of the 
University of Siena created to provide 
support services to businesses, bodies and 
institutions in the process of aligning with 
the sustainable development objecti- ves 
defined by the United Nations 2030 
Agenda. 



The Stakeholder Engagement Platform
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Co-funded by the 

European Union

P R E S E N T E D  B Y:

D R .  M O H A ME D  WA G E I H ,  P R O J EC T O F F I C E R

M O H A ME D . WA GE I H @P R I MA -M E D . OR G

PRIMA PARTNERSHIP

Advancing Innovation, Sustainability, and 

Tradition

ISE CoP CONFERENCE, 2025
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OVERVIEW
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The project received funding under Horizon Europe under 

grant agreement 101131632. The content only reflects the 

author’s view. The EC is not responsible for any use that may 

be made of the information it contains.

future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEU

MOHAMED WAGEIH

PROJECT OFFICER

PRIMA FOUNDATION/ FUTURE4PRIMA

PRIMA4TODAY: WHY PRIMA? 

WHERE WE STAND AFTER 7 YEARS 

(2018-2024)

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP
Co-funded by the 

European Union
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Co-funded by the 

European Union
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BULGARI

A

PRIMA: A European Partnership 

for Research and Innovation in the 

Mediterranean

Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

Advancing Research Sustainability in the 

Mediterranean 

Established under Article 185 

TFEU, PRIMA is co-funded by 

the EU (325M€) and 

20 Participating States (384M€)

Strategic EU Partnership

Focuses on water management, 

sustainable farming, and resilient 

agro-food systems in nexus 

approach to address Mediterranean 

climate risks

Tackling Key Challenges:

Legal Basis: Established under Article 185 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) Decision (EU) 2024/1167 amending 

Decision (EU) 2017/1324 as regards the continuation of the Union’s participation in the PRIMA under Horizon Europe.

Timeframe:2018–2031 (calls from 2018 to 2024 under H2020 RfP: from 2025-2027 under HE) 

Includes 12 EU Member States and 

8 Mediterranean Partner Countries 

with equal decision-making rights. 

Inclusive & Collaborative
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Strong institutional support & 

major geostrategic role in the 

Mediterranean Based on equal footing, shared 

interest and mutual benefit.

Equal Footing

between Europe, Africa and Middle East

PRIMA: a solid instrument of 

Science Diplomacy

www.prima-med.org
Co-funded by the 

European Union

A strategic R&I Agenda 

coherent with global and 

regional challenges

PRIMA is a successful 

example of R&I 

cooperation and policy 

alignment among States

A well-balanced project 

portfolio and results to be 

capitalized

PRIMA Basics
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PRIMA: Deploying Innovative Solutions in the Mediterranean

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP Co-funded by the 

European Union

PRIMA’s aims to foster joint research 

and innovation (R&I) approaches among 

Mediterranean countries to improve 

water availability, sustainable agriculture 

and food production in a region heavily 

distressed by climate change.

With a budget of 

EUR 700 million, PRIMA 

implements the Programme mainly 

through annual calls for proposals. 

Research, Innovative & 

Technological Solutions
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

THEMES
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

2,500+

269

# of Beneficiaries

# of Projects

400+M€
€€ Budget allocated

PRIMA Achievements (2018 - 2024)
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Generated over 200+ KERs, 

including technologies, 

methodologies, and policy 

recommendations. 

Key Exploitable Results

PRIMA funded 269 projects 

(77 in Section 1, 192 in Section 2)

Funded projects

Implemented 125+ demonstration 

sites through 50+ completed projects, 

focusing on sustainable farming, 

water management, and agro-food 

systems. 

Demonstration Sites

Co-funded by the 

European Union

Developed 70+ new technologies, 

with 75% reaching TRL (6-8). 

Innovative technologies

Produced 460+ scientific 

publications and made 40+ open 

datasets available.

Scientific publications & 
Open Data

Trained 2,000 stakeholders 

through various initiatives.

Training & Capacity 
Building

Technical Achievements & Outcomes 

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

MOHAMED WAGEIH

PROJECT OFFICER

PRIMA FOUNDATION/ FUTURE4PRIMA
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA Classifications
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA Classifications

PRIMA SECTIONs
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

TRANSITION

2025

Single Stage Submission

New Templates

New Call Structure
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

Recognizing the importance of environmental resilience, the 2025 Work Programme highlights the need 

for ecosystem restoration across the Mediterranean, especially through nature-based solutions in 

farming and water management. 

PRIMA is also embedding the Nexus approach across all thematic areas, emphasizing the 

interconnections, PRIMA encourages a holistic perspective and cross-sectoral actions. 

PRIMA not only strengthens its ongoing work but also ensures alignment with critical EU and regional 

policies. Each thematic area, addresses specific needs that directly support key EU priorities such as the 

European Green Deal, Farm to Fork, EU Missions, and SDGs.

Annual Work Programme 2025 - Priorities
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA plans to fund ≈ 34 projects through the 2025 calls, aiming for a balanced mix of Research and 

Innovation Actions (RIAs) and Innovation Actions (IAs).

Annual Work Programme 2025 - Priorities
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

Annual Work Programme 2025 - Priorities

The 2025 Work Programme is organized around two Sections:

• Section 1 (EU-funded): IAs in Water, Farming, Agri-food under the Nexus approach, with projects focusing 

on practical implementation & scalability (TRL 6-8). Actions in this section follow the standard Horizon 

Europe. ≈12 projects are expected, each with a budget of around €2,7 million.

PRIMA Work Programme 2025, a mandatory eligibility condition for Innovation Actions (IAs) under Section 1 requires 

the participation of at least one for-profit organization, such as SME 

• Section 2 (Participating States-funded): RIAs in the three thematic areas (spanning TRL 3-8). ≈22 

projects, with a budget of €1.5 million each, are expected.

For Section 2, each applicant must comply with the national funding agency’s regulations
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

MAIN ASPECTS (AWP 2025)
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

INNOVATION  ACTIONs - ADVANCED TRLs
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 1 TOPICS

Water management in the Nexus:

Topic 1.1.1-2025 (IA) Upscaling Nature Based Solutions for sustainable water management to address 

extreme events in the Mediterranean

Farming systems in the Nexus:

Topic 1.2.1-2025 (IA) Enhancement of Sustainable Farming Systems within Mediterranean Wetlands for 

Conservation and Coexistence

Food value chain in the Nexus:

Topic 1.3.1-2025 (IA) Transforming Mediterranean Food Systems: Empowering Consumers for Sustainable 

Diets 

Deadline (single stage)  - 15/07/2025
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 1 TOPICS

Water management in the Nexus:

Topic 1.1.1-2025 (IA) Upscaling Nature Based Solutions for sustainable water management to address 

extreme events in the Mediterranean



22
Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 1 TOPICS

Farming systems in the Nexus:

Topic 1.2.1-2025 (IA) Enhancement of Sustainable Farming Systems within Mediterranean Wetlands for 

Conservation and Coexistence
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 1 TOPICS

Food value chain in the Nexus:

Topic 1.3.1-2025 (IA) Transforming Mediterranean Food Systems: Empowering Consumers for Sustainable 

Diets
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 2 TOPICS

Water management in the Nexus:

Topic 2.1.1 RIA - Enhancing Policy Development through Impact-Driven Water Footprint and Virtual Water 

Concepts in the Mediterranean Region 

Farming systems in the Nexus:

Topic 2.2.1 RIA - Upscaling Agroecology Practices at the Farm Level in the Mediterranean

Food value chain in the Nexus:

Topic 2.3.1 RIA - Towards a Plant-Based Alternative Protein products Transition in the Mediterranean Region 

Deadline (single stage)  - 08/07/2025
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 2 TOPICS

Water management in the Nexus:

Topic 2.1.1 RIA - Enhancing Policy Development 

through Impact-Driven Water Footprint and Virtual 

Water Concepts in the Mediterranean Region 



26
Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 2 TOPICS

Farming systems in the Nexus:

Topic 2.2.1 RIA - Upscaling Agroecology Practices at the Farm Level in the Mediterranean



27
Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

PRIMA SECTION 2 TOPICS

Food value chain in the Nexus:

Topic 2.3.1 RIA - Towards a Plant-Based Alternative Protein products Transition in the Mediterranean Region



28EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

Co-funded by the 

European Union

PRIMA
INFO DAY
2025

#PRIMAInfoDay

www.prima-med.orgKPIs, Link with SDGs and EU Policies

• EU Soil Strategy for 2030- Mission soil
• Biodiversity Strategy for 2030- Green Deal
• EU Adaptation Strategy for climate change
• Water Forum directive
• The Food 2030 pathway
• EU Missions
• Partnerships on agroecology-Living Labs 

KPI
EU-Policies

Target 2.4: 
sustainable food 
production systems 
and implement 
resilient agricultural 
practices 

Target 6.4: 
increase water-
use efficiency 
across all sectors 

Target 15.1: conservation, 
restoration, and sustainable 
use of terrestrial and inland 
freshwater ecosystems and 
their services

Target 13.1: 
Strengthen resilience 
and adaptive 
capacity to climate 
change

Target 12.6: 
Efficiency of 
resource use in 
production
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Contact Person: Mohamed Wageih, Project Officer
mohamed.wageih@prima-med.org 

Deadline - 15/07/2025

mailto:mohamed.wageih@prima-med.org


30
Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

2024

Cairo, 4th of Feb., 2025
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Co-funded by the 

European UnionEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP

Section 
Call publication 

and opening 

Submission 

deadline

Evaluation 

results

1 08/4/2025 15/07/2025 10/12/2025

2 08/4/2025 8/07/2025 10/12/2024

PRIZE 08/4/2025 15/07/2025 10/12/2025

PRIMA Calls 2025
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The project received funding under Horizon Europe under 

grant agreement 101131632. The content only reflects the 

author’s view. The EC is not responsible for any use that may 

be made of the information it contains.

future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEU

SYNERGIES AND COOPERATION

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP
Co-funded by the 

European Union

MOHAMED WAGEIH

PROJECT OFFICER

PRIMA FOUNDATION/ FUTURE4PRIMA
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grant agreement 101131632. The content only reflects the 

author’s view. The EC is not responsible for any use that may 

be made of the information it contains.

future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEU

1. FUTURE4PRIMA (CSA-HE, 2024)

EUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP
Co-funded by the 

European Union

MOHAMED WAGEIH

PROJECT OFFICER

PRIMA FOUNDATION/ FUTURE4PRIMA
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future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEU

To establish an enabling environment to enhance cross-sector R&I collaborations and 

strategic coordination among research funding organizations to address the global 

and emerging resource efficiency and climate change challenges in Europe and 

beyond.
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future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEU

AIMS

Monitor (SDGs)
To develop monitoring tools to track 

progress on the EU Green Deal and SDGs, 

Develop Joint Vision
Developing a joint vision and defining new shared R&I 

priorities across EU Member States and southern 

Mediterranean neighbors to expand the PRIMA Partnership 

with new thematic areas and priorities in the next EU 

funding period, advancing towards a renewed Strategic 

Research and Innovation Agenda (SRIA)

Improve 

regulatory  

framework
To improve national regulations within 

PRIMA Participating States to harmonize 

frameworks, reduce barriers, and enhance 

international research and innovation 

cooperation.

Enabling 

Environment 

Accelerate
The market uptake of innovations and 

stimulate innovation ecosystems in 

widening their southern neighborhood 

countries 

Enhancing innovation ecosystems in the 

Mediterranean by establishing the Ecosystem 

Innovation Stakeholder Board (EIESB) as a 

catalyst for collaboration and transformative 

impact in the region

Geographical & Thematic  

extension
To identify new countries and funders ministries for 

PRIMA’s renewed partnership, focusing on 

extending participation to the Balkans and 

Southern Mediterranean countries
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The project received funding under Horizon Europe under 

grant agreement 101131632. The content only reflects the 

author’s view. The EC is not responsible for any use that may 

be made of the information it contains.

future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEUEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP
Co-funded by the 

European Union

MOHAMED WAGEIH

PROJECT OFFICER

PRIMA FOUNDATION/ FUTURE4PRIMA

INTERREG NEXT MED CALL 2025
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grant agreement 101131632. The content only reflects the 
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be made of the information it contains.

future4prima.eu #FUTURE4PRIMA #HorizonEUEUROPEAN PARTNERSHIP
Co-funded by the 

European Union

MOHAMED WAGEIH

PROJECT OFFICER

PRIMA FOUNDATION/ FUTURE4PRIMA

PROJECT-to-PROJECT COOPERATION
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PRIMA
The Partnership for Research and 

Innovation in the Mediterranean Area

Co-funded by the 

European Union

P R E S E N T E D  B Y:

D R .  M O H A ME D  WA G E I H ,  P R O J EC T O F F I C E R

M O H A ME D . WA GE I H @P R I MA -M E D . OR G
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