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Strengthening an 
innovative 

sustainable economy 

Protecting , restoring
and  valorising the 

natural environment
and heritage

Promoting
green living areas

Enhancing
sustainable tourism

Interreg Euro -²JBṜɵmissions: a comprehensive approach



A better cooperation governance

Consolidating a 
competitive innovation 
ecosystem

Supporting circular economy Supporting circular economy

Promoting climate 
change adaptation and 
risks prevention

Promoting climate 
change adaptation and 
risks prevention

Protecting, restoring 
and valorising  the natural 
environment and heritage

Promoting green 
living areas

Enhancing 
sustainable tourism

Strengthening an innovative 
sustainable economy

Enhancing Nature & 
biodiversity

Promoting climate 
change adaptation and 
risks prevention

Enhancing Nature & 
biodiversity

Consolidating a 
competitive innovation 
ecosystem
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Missions, priorities and specific objectives



Thematic Community Institutional Dialogue

The Institutional Dialogue projects aim to 
amplify the transfer of policies by fostering 
focused dialogue among policymakers and 
their stakeholders, focusing on policy 
improvement and transformation.

The Thematic Community projects aim to 
build a community among thematic 
projects and facilitate resource transfers to 
stakeholders, focusing on technical and 
strategic content.

Community4LivingAreas Dialogue4LivingAreas

Community4Tourism Dialogue4Tourism

8 Governance projects started on 01/01/2023

Community4Innovation Dialogue4Innovation

Community4Nature Dialogue4Nature



56 Thematic projects started on 01/01/2024 
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BLUE ECOSYSTEM
CARBON FARMING MED
CircleMED
Clepsydra
eWAsTER
GREENSMARTMED
OliveOilMedNet
ProcuraMED
REPper
REVIVE
SPOWIND
VERDEinMED

ARTEMIS
CARBON 4 SOIL QUALITY
COASTRUST
FRED
Germ of Life
GreenList4MMPAs
LocAll4Flood
MedSeaRise
MPA4Change
StrategyMedFor
TREASURE
WE GO COOP
Wetland4Change

Streets for Citizens
ArtMED
BauNOW
BAUHAUS4MED
CO2 PACMAN
E-MED 
EnerCmed
GARDEN
GREENMO
INFIRE
LOGREENER
MED COLOURS
NUDGES
ProLIGHTmed
RECinMED
ReMED
RENEWPORT
RuralMED Mobility
URWAN

Innovative Sustainable economy Natural heritage Green Living Areas Sustainable Tourism
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Connecting S3 and the Mission Innovation for 

a Sustainable Economy through the SDGs

Tatiana Fernández, D4I partner



Ã The world is confronted with a more and more urgent need to accelerate the 

transition from a social and economic development model relying on excessive 

exploitation of natural resources to a more sustainable one, compatible with the 

planetary boundaries. 

Ã The 2030 GreenerMed Agenda aims at accelerating the transition of the 

Mediterranean region towards a green, blue and inclusive economy

Ã There is growing consensus on the role of transformative place-based innovation to 

reach these ambitious targets. Innovation investment can be oriented to meet the 

most pressing challenges of sustainable development, beyond short-term economic 

growth.

Ã Complex challenges do not have obvious solutions, they require coordinated 

multilevel interventions by multiple actors guided by a directional goal and the 

transformation of the current socio-technical systems

Ã The Innovative Sustainable Economy  Mission of the Interreg Euro-MED Programme 

works to boost a fair transition to a circular economy through two governance 

projects that develop innovative technical knowledge and ensure these new 

solutions are transferred into public policies

The context provided by the Interreg Euro MED Programme



How do we envision this green and just transition in the MED?
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Ã To accelerate green 

and just transitions we 

must address very 

complex place-based 

social, environmental 

and economic 

challenges

Ã No entity or actor can 

address those 

challenges from their 

area of knowledge or 

their competences

Ã Complex challenges do 

not have obvious 

solutions, they require 

coordinated multilevel 

interventions by 

multiple actors guided 

by a directional goal



Ã Without it weôll continue developing solutions for symptoms, which are relevant from our 

perspective. Solutions that do not go to the root of the problem and are not effective

Ã Without it we will continue to apply solutions that we know do not work

https://www.artsfwd.org/systems-thinking/. 

Why this systemic and transformative innovation 

approach? 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Too_Busy_To_Improve_-
_Performance_Management_-_Square_Wheels.png

https://www.systemsinnovation.io/post/two -loops-guide .

https://www.artsfwd.org/systems-thinking/
https://www.systemsinnovation.io/post/two-loops-guide


Sustainability challenges are complex problems requiring systemic approaches

Without a deep understanding of the problems and the actors affected, we wonôt be able to address the challenges successfully

Source: Griffith Centre for Systems Innovation: Problem Framing Canvas



Where do we start?



Where do we start?
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Source: Griffith Centre for Systems Innovation: Problem Framing Canvas



Global trends / landscape (aging of 

the population, climate change, 

digitalization, geopolitical tensions) 

generate pressure on the current 

dominant systems, destabilising them 

and opening windows of opportunity 

for alternative practices

Current dominant regime: 

"business as usual" (policies, 

technologies, markets, social values, 

infrastructures) adapts slowly to 

global changes becoming 

dysfunctional and not delivering the 

expected results

Emerging alternative practices 

(niches) with the potential to lead to 

the  ñnew business as usualò

Time

Science, Technology 

and infrastructures

Policies and 

governance

Markets

Society and 

culture

Investment 

and financing

Society and 

culture

Policies and 

governance
Investment and 

financing

Science, technologies 

and infrastructures
Markets

New regime 

(new business as usual)

Multilevel perspective framework (MLP)

Interactions between landscape, 

regimes, and niches are the main 

driver of systemic transformation 

Source: Adapted from TIPC, based on Geels and Schot (2007)

Á Governments, through S3, can accelerate systemic 

transitions by nourishing and aligning niches and 

supporting the expansion and adoption of alternatives 

aligned with the shared vision of the future

Á EU and MED innovation and cooperation projects can 

accelerate the development and adoption of more 

sustainable alternatives



Adapted from Berkana 
Institute

Supporting the emergence of a more sustainable ñnew business as usualò 

through the development and the adoption of alternatives that facilitate the 

transformation of the ñcurrent unsustainable business as usualò



Place-based and challenge-led action for an innovative sustainable economy in 

the MED

1. UNDERSTANDING THE PLACE-BASED 

CHALLENGE 

ÁStakeholders develop a shared systemic and 

MLP understanding of the problem they want 

to address

ÁStakeholders define a shared vision of the 

future they want to work for and explore 

possible pathways

2. ACTION: Stakeholders collaborate in 

experimental spaces to explore, develop, test 

and demonstrate alternatives aligned with the 

shared vision of the future

3. LEARNING AND DIFFUSION OF 

ALTERNATIVES: generation of new 

knowledge and evidences facilitating the 

adoption of alternatives aligned with shared  

the vision of the future

4. ADOPTION OF ALTERNATIVES: A NEW 

BUSINESS AS USUAL



Place-based and challenge-led action for an innovative sustainable economy in 

the MED: Contribution of Dialogue4Innovation Project

1. UNDERSTANDING THE PLACE-BASED 

CHALLENGE 

ÁStakeholders develop a shared systemic and 

MLP understanding of the problem they want 

to address

ÁStakeholders define a shared vision of the 

future they want to work for and explore 

possible pathways

2. ACTION: Stakeholders collaborate in 

experimental spaces to explore, develop, test 

and demonstrate alternatives aligned with the 

shared vision of the future

3. LEARNING AND DIFFUSION OF 

ALTERNATIVES: generation of new 

knowledge and evidences facilitating the 

adoption of alternatives aligned with shared  

the vision of the future

4. ADOPTION OF ALTERNATIVES: A NEW 

BUSINESS AS USUAL



Today

Ã Keynote: Aligning S3 with a Sustainable 

Innovative Economy (SDGs): what does 

imply?

Ã Introduction of frameworks and tools to 

work with complex challenges and to 

accelerate green and just transitions

Ã Discovering the potential for creating 

synergies between challenge-driven 

MED S3 and challenge-driven Interreg 

Euro MED innovation projects within the 

Mission Innovation for a Sustainable 

Economy 

Ã Testing the frameworks and tools on the 

challenge of rural and remote regions.

Tomorrow

Ã Exploring the opportunities to amplify 

the impact of Interreg Euro MED 

innovation projects and MED S3

Ã How can the Dialogue4Innovation 

Project support this process?

Ã Co-designing the Transformative 

Innovation Policy Labs



Todayôs agenda Tomorrowôs agenda



2070: envisioning the 

systemôs dimensions of 

stronger, more 

connected, resilient and 

prosperous rural and 

remote areas

2024: Understanding the 

different dimensions of 

the system causing the 

problem and the 

resistance of the system 

to change

2024: Understanding the 

complex problem of 

depopulation in remote 

and rural areas

2024 - 2070: 

envisioning how we 

have achieved stronger, 

more connected and 

prosperous rural and 

remote areas

TODAY



TOMORROW



TOMORROW



Aligning smart specialisation with
sustainability challenges and the SDGs
Conceptual framework and lessons from policy practice

Michal Miedzinski

Barcelona, 28-29 May 2024



Source: Miedzinski et al. 2021

ÅSetting the scene: smart specialisation and the SDGs

ÅAligning S3 with the SDGs: lessons from literature

ÅAligning S3 with the SDGs: lessons from policy practice

ÅClosing remarks

This presentation



Smart specialisation 
and the SDGs



2030 Agenda: a call for systemic transformation

Source: United Nations



Welcome to Planet Earth

Credit: Apollo 17 Crew, NASA



Palermo

Source: Photo by Michal Miedzinski



Systemic transformation towards the SDGs 

Source: JRC
Source: UN SDSN 2019, Sachs et al., 2019



Innovation for systemic change

Source: European Environment Agency, 2019


